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Victoria  -  705 - 711 Johnson St (commercial add/alter) Heritage Restoration & Accommodation 
Owner- Parkdale Enterprises - Gordon Dale - c/o Joe Newell Architect 
Architect- Joe Newell Architect Inc - 612 Yates St, Victoria V8W 1K9 Ph: 250-382-4240  
Project- York Hotel renovation - heritage restoration of store front - 38 single occupant rooms 
Stage- Design - heritage alteration permit application - RRAP funding application, submission 

anticipated April/09 for the 38 rooms 

Saanich  -  Tennyson Ave (tenant improvements) Interior Renovations 
Architect- PRAXIS Architects Inc - 1245 Esquimalt Rd, Victoria V9A 3P2 Ph: 250-475-2702  
Gen Cont- GY Construction - Box 43058, Victoria V8X 3G2 Ph: 250-382-0475 
Project- Tenant improvements to approx 8,000 sf for an electrical company occupant 
Stage- Construction Start - approx 30% complete 

Saanich  -  3293 Douglas St (institutional add/alter) Transition Housing 
Owner- Pacifica Housing Advisory Ass - 830 E Pembroke St, Victoria V8T 1H9 Ph: 250-385-2131 
Architect- Merrick Arch - 18 Bastion Sq, Victoria V8W 1H9 Ph: 250-480-7811 Fax: 480-5215 
Constr Mgr- Canpro Construction - 555 Dupplin Rd, Victoria V8Z 1C2 Ph: 250-475-0975  
Project- Redevelopment of existing structure for 18 transition apartment units - 3 storeys - units 

approx 180 sf each - common lounge and eating area - office and support facilities 
Stage- Building Permit Application - excavation and site work underway 
Budget- Approx $1.8 M 

Langford  -  664 Granderson (tenant improvements) First Nations Society 
Architect- PRAXIS Architects Inc - 1245 Esquimalt Rd, Victoria V9A 3P2 Ph: 250-475-2702  
Constr Mgr- GY Construction - Box 43058, Victoria V8X 3G2 Ph: 250-382-0475 
Project- Tenant improvements for Caring for First Nations Children's Society 
Stage- Construction Start - substantial completion anticipated April/09 
Budget- Approx $230,000 

Cowichan Valley Reg Dist.  -  6236 Lane Rd (institutional add/alter) Drinkwater Elementary  
Owner- School District 79 - 2557 Beverly St, Duncan V9L 2X3 250-748-0321 Fax 748-6591 
Architect- CEI Arch Planning Interiors - 202 655 Tyee Rd, Victoria V9A 6X5 Ph: 250-388-5588  
Project- Seismic upgrade to Drinkwater Elementary 
Stage- Working Drawings - nearing completion for seismic upgrade - the project will likely 

proceed with a tender call for construction management services - construction start 
anticipated June/09 - decision on increasing the scope of the project to include envelope 
remediation anticipated shortly 

Budget- Approx $1.8 M

Ladysmith  -  12335 Rocky Creek Rd (industrial add/alter) Government Dock/Fisherman's Wharf 
Owner- Fisheries & Oceans - Box 130 Stn Main, Ladysmith V0R 2E0 
Gen Cont- Copcan Contracting - 1920 Balsam Rd, Nanaimo V9X 1T5 Ph: 250-754-7260  
Consultant- Herold Engineering Ltd - 3701 Shenton Rd, Nanaimo V9S 5T5 Ph: 250-751-8558 
Lands Arch- Sharp & Diamond Landscape Arch - 602 1401 W Broadway, Vanc  Ph: 604-681-3303 
Project- Connect an existing rock breakwater to shore and prepare the surface for vehicle access and 

pedestrian access for future use of a causeway - phased project 
Stage- Construction Start - underway for Phase 1 - tidal conditions allow completion for July/09 

Regional District Nanaimo  -  Claudet & Prawn Rds (subdivision) Residential 
Owner- Signal Road Pharmacy Ltd. & Walbern Ventures Inc. 
Surveyor- Sims Assoc Land Surveying - 223 Fern Rd W, Qualicum Beach V9K 1S4 Ph: 752-9121 
Project- 5 lot subdivision with sizes varying from 2.94 - 8.49 ha 
Stage- Rezoning Application - submitted 

Courtenay  -   865 Cliffe Ave (commercial new) Retail Building 
Owner- Mandate Group - 305-1195 W Broadway, Vancouver Ph: 604-731-2899  
Architect- Dishlevoy Haggarty Arch - 305-1819 Beaufort Ave, Comox V9M 1R9 Ph: 339-9528  
Project- 1 storey retail and professional building - approx 5,000 sf - 3 units - surface parking 
Stage- Development Permit Application – submitted

Campbell River  -  145 Simms Rd (institutional add/alter) Church - Trinity Presbyterian 
Owner- Trinity Presbyterian Church - 145 Simms Rd, Campbell River V9W 1N9 Ph: 250-923-3776 
Architect- Chislett, Manson & Co - 2nd Fl, 291B Fourth St, Courtenay V9N 1G7 Ph: 250-338-5771  
Project- Addition of approximately 2,000 sf to the Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Stage- Design - underway 

New hotels or renovated 
hotels and meeting spaces are 
making the Comox Valley an 
increasingly desirable location 
to facilitate small to medium 
size corporate meetings and re-
treats.

Hotel and resort managers 
in the Comox Valley tend to 
agree that the valley is a highly 
accessible destination with a 
central location that benefits 
greatly from the Comox Val-
ley Airport (YQQ). The resorts 
have the ability for business 
travelers to mix business with 
pleasure year round with golf, 
skiing, spas and an incredible 
culinary product.

Larry Seburn, general man-
ger at the Old House Village 
Hotel & Spa points out that 
about 65 percent of his clientele 
is corporate, the majority com-
ing from southern Vancouver Is-
land and the next largest group 
from the Lower Mainland. 

“Business travelers are 
coming to their satellite offices 
here,” Seburn says. “TELUS, 
BC Hydro, the big stores – 
they’re all coming into town for 
a couple of days of business.”

He adds that the Comox Val-
ley is also becoming a central 
location for business travelers 
to stay while visiting parts of 
the island farther north. Leisure 
travelers staying at The Old 
House often come from Alberta, 
Seburn says, noting that direct 
flights by WestJet have made an 
enormous difference to the val-
ley.

The Old House Village Ho-
tel & Spa, like many of the new 
and renovated hotels in the val-
ley, has gone to great lengths 
to satisfy the needs of the cor-
porate client. The hotel boasts 
meeting space with projectors, 
telephones and screens that is 
ideal for smaller meetings of 20 
– 40 people.

“We’re going against the 
trend,” Seburn says. “We just 
had a record month in April. 
We’re new and we give great 
value. Guests are finding that 
they’re getting luxury at an af-
fordable price – that’s the big-
gest comment we get.”

The Old House isn’t the 
only new hotel in the area. In 
April, Vancouver Island’s first 
Holiday Inn Express opened 95 
rooms in Courtenay. The King-
fisher Oceanside Resort & Spa 
is proposing a multi-million 
dollar expansion to double its 
capacity. The Comox Marina 
is considering a boutique style 
hotel at the marina and on May 
4 the Days Inn presented to 
Courtenay Council with a plan 
for a 94-room hotel and confer-
ence facility for 250 people with 
the hope of starting construc-
tion this summer.

The Holiday Inn Express & 

Suites Comox Valley opened to 
the public in early March. 

While general manager Lynn 
Larsen says that the hotel defi-
nitely caters to the family trav-
eller, it also is a strong player 
in the corporate field. The hotel 
offers a full hot buffet breakfast 
along with a complementary 24 
hour business centre, 24-hour 
fitness centre and free high 
speed and wireless Internet ac-
cess in all rooms and common 
areas. 

The Best Western Westerly 
Hotel has been a fixture in the 
Comox Valley since the early 
1970s, catering to both the busi-
ness and leisure traveller. This 
May with the grand opening 
of its new 36-room Mountain-
side Wing, the Westerly plans 
to offer business travelers even 
more. 

General manager Jonathan 
Cross notes that the new rooms 
were designed to exceed the ex-
pectations and needs of today’s 
business traveler with wireless 
internet, 37” flat panel TV’s, 
two queen beds with luxurious 
sheets and duvets, robes, snack 
basket, fridge, microwave and 
“power shower.”

The new wing brings the ho-
tel’s offering up to 144 rooms. 
The hotel offers 5,000 square 
feet of meeting rooms that can 
accommodate up to 300 people 
theatre style. 

WestJet is also a prime source 
of business for Crown Isle Re-
sort & Golf Community. Ac-
commodation manager Randy 
Rai notes that many corporate 
people coming to the resort for 
meetings are from Alberta.

Crown Isle epitomizes the 
idea of combining work with 
play. Rai says that the champi-
onship golf course is a big draw 
from spring through the fall. 
Typically a group may book 
the large ballroom along with a 
smaller boardroom and fit in at 
least one round of golf between 
meetings. Crown Isle can ac-
commodate groups of almost 
any size from 250 in the large 
ballroom to 12 or 20 in one of 
the smaller boardrooms. Rai 
also agrees with Larry Seburn 
at The Old House that value 
is also important in attracting 
meetings. “We host hundreds of 
meetings each year,” he says. 

Linda MacIntyre, director of 
sales and marketing at the King-
fisher Oceanside Resort & Spa 
also believes that combining 
work with play – or with relax-
ation and pampering, are a big 
draw.  She says, “The Kingfisher 
Oceanside Resort & Spa offers a 
natural alternative for corpo-
rate stays, meetings and retreats 
by focusing on de-stressing and 
rejuvenation while meeting all 
expectations for a successful, 
professional retreat.”

Wide variety in 
meeting places


